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ELECTORAL POLITICS

What is a constituency in India’s
electoral politics?
By Brajabandhu Mahanta • July 18, 2026 • 15 min read

A constituency is the fundamental territorial unit of electoral representation in a
democratic system. In India, the entire country is divided into different constituencies to
elect representatives to Parliament, State Legislatures, and Local Self-Government
institutions. Every eligible voter belongs to a specific constituency and exercises the right to
vote for candidates contesting from that area.

The concept of constituency is central to India’s representative democracy, ensuring that
every geographical region has representation in legislative bodies.
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Meaning of Constituency

A constituency is a geographically defined electoral area from which voters elect one or
more representatives to a legislative body.

In simple terms:
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Constituency = A specific area whose voters elect their representative.

For example:

The Bhubaneswar Parliamentary Constituency elects one Member of Parliament
(MP) to the Lok Sabha.

The Keonjhar Assembly Constituency elects one Member of the Legislative Assembly
(MLA) to the Odisha Legislative Assembly.

Constitutional Basis

The Constitution of India lays down the legal and institutional framework for the
composition, delimitation, and conduct of elections to Parliament and State
Legislatures. These provisions ensure equal representation, free and fair elections,

and democratic governance.

Constitutional
Provision

Subject Matter Significance

Article 81 Composition of the Lok
Sabha

Provides for the allocation of seats among States
and the election of Members of Parliament from
territorial constituencies.

Article 82 Readjustment
(Delimitation) of
Constituencies

Empowers Parliament to enact a Delimitation Act
after every Census for the readjustment of Lok
Sabha constituencies.

Article 170 Composition of State
Legislative Assemblies

Provides for the division of each State into territorial
Assembly Constituencies for electing MLAs.

Article 327 Power of Parliament Empowers Parliament to make laws relating to
elections, electoral rolls, and delimitation of
constituencies.

Article 328 Power of State
Legislature

Allows State Legislatures to make laws on elections
to the State Legislature, subject to Parliamentary
law.

Page 3 of 23



Constitutional
Provision

Subject Matter Significance

Article 329 Bar to Judicial
Intervention

Prohibits judicial interference in electoral matters
except through election petitions after the
declaration of results.

Related Constitutional Provisions

Article Purpose

Article 324 Vests the superintendence, direction, and control of elections in the Election
Commission of India (ECI).

Articles 330
& 332

Provide reservation of seats for Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs)
in the Lok Sabha and State Legislative Assemblies.

The Representation of the People Acts, 1950 and 1951 further regulate electoral
constituencies and elections.

Types of Constituencies in India

1. Parliamentary Constituency (Lok Sabha Constituency)

Elects one Member of Parliament (MP)

Represents people in the Lok Sabha

Comprises several Assembly Constituencies

Example

Kandhamal Parliamentary Constituency (Odisha) comprises the following assembly
constituencies:

Bhanjanagar

Baliguda (ST)

G. Udayagiri (ST)
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Phulbani (ST)

Kantamal

Boudh

Daspalla (SC)

Features

Elects one Member of Parliament (MP).

Represents citizens in the Lok Sabha.

Comprises multiple Assembly Constituencies.

Members are directly elected by eligible voters.

Elections are conducted by the Election Commission of India (ECI).

The First-Past-the-Post (FPTP) electoral system is followed.

Some Parliamentary Constituencies are reserved for Scheduled Castes (SCs) and

Scheduled Tribes (STs) under Article 330.

2. Assembly Constituency (Vidhan Sabha Constituency)

An Assembly Constituency (Vidhan Sabha Constituency) is a territorial electoral

unit from which the people directly elect one Member of the Legislative Assembly

(MLA) to represent them in the State Legislative Assembly (Vidhan Sabha).

Each State is divided into several Assembly Constituencies based on its population and
geographical area. The number and boundaries of these constituencies are determined
through the Delimitation Commission.

Key Features

Elects one Member of the Legislative Assembly (MLA).

Represents citizens in the State Legislative Assembly (Vidhan Sabha).

Every State is divided into territorial Assembly Constituencies.

Members are directly elected by eligible voters.
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Elections are conducted by the Election Commission of India (ECI).

Follows the First-Past-the-Post (FPTP) electoral system.

Certain Assembly Constituencies are reserved for Scheduled Castes (SCs) and

Scheduled Tribes (STs) under Article 332.

Several Assembly Constituencies together constitute one Parliamentary Constituency.

Example

Keonjhar Assembly Constituency (Odisha)

Cuttack-Barabati Assembly Constituency (Odisha)

Patna Assembly Constituency (Bihar)

Jayanagar Assembly Constituency (Karnataka)

Karol Bagh Assembly Constituency (Delhi)

3. Local Government Constituencies (Wards)

A Local Government Constituency, commonly known as a Ward in urban areas or an
electoral ward/territorial constituency in rural local bodies, is the smallest territorial

unit of democratic representation in India. It is created for electing representatives to
Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) and Urban Local Bodies (ULBs).

Local Government Constituencies strengthen grassroots democracy by enabling citizens
to participate directly in local governance.

Constitutional Basis

The 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendment Acts, 1992 institutionalized local self-
government in India.

Part IX (Articles 243–243O) – Panchayats

Part IXA (Articles 243P–243ZG) – Municipalities
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Eleventh Schedule – Subjects entrusted to Panchayats

Twelfth Schedule – Functions of Municipalities

Local Government Institutions

Rural Local Bodies (Panchayati Raj)

Gram Panchayat

Panchayat Samiti (Block Level)

Zilla Parishad (District Level)

Urban Local Bodies

Nagar Panchayat

Municipal Council (Municipality)

Municipal Corporation

Constitutional Basis

The 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendment Acts, 1992 institutionalized local self-
government in India.

Part IX (Articles 243–243O) – Panchayats

Part IXA (Articles 243P–243ZG) – Municipalities

Eleventh Schedule – Subjects entrusted to Panchayats

Twelfth Schedule – Functions of Municipalities

Key Features

Represents the smallest electoral unit in India’s democratic system.

Ensures direct participation of citizens in local governance.

Members are directly elected by the voters of the ward.
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Elections are conducted by the State Election Commission (SEC) under Article 243K

(Panchayats) and Article 243ZA (Municipalities).

Seats are reserved for Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs), and

women in accordance with constitutional provisions.

Facilitates decentralization of power and participatory democracy.

Feature Parliamentary
Constituency

Assembly
Constituency

Local Government
Constituency (Ward)

Representative MP MLA Ward
Member/Councillor/Sarpanch

Legislative/Governing
Body

Lok Sabha State Legislative
Assembly

Panchayat or Municipality

Constitutional Basis Articles 81 & 82 Article 170 Parts IX & IXA (Articles
243–243ZG)

Election Conducted By Election
Commission of India

Election
Commission of
India

State Election Commission

Level of Governance National State Local

Reserved and General Constituencies

Indian constituencies are classified into:

Indian constituencies are broadly classified into General Constituencies and Reserved

Constituencies to ensure inclusive political representation while upholding the
principles of equality, social justice, and representative democracy.

The reservation of constituencies enables historically disadvantaged communities,
particularly the Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs), to participate
effectively in the legislative process.
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1. General Constituencies

A General Constituency is an electoral constituency where any eligible citizen,
irrespective of caste, religion, gender, or community, can contest elections, provided they
satisfy the qualifications prescribed by law.

Key Features

Open to candidates belonging to all communities.

Every registered voter can cast his or her vote.

Majority of Parliamentary and Assembly Constituencies are General Constituencies.

Promotes the principle of equal electoral opportunity.

Reserved Constituencies

A Reserved Constituency is an electoral constituency reserved exclusively for candidates
belonging to specified categories.

In India, reservation is provided only for:

Scheduled Castes (SCs)

Scheduled Tribes (STs)

Important: While only SC/ST candidates (depending on the reservation) may contest

elections from a reserved constituency, all eligible voters, irrespective of caste or

community, have the right to vote.

Constitutional Basis

Article Provision

Article 330 Reservation of seats for SCs and STs in the Lok Sabha

Article 332 Reservation of seats for SCs and STs in the State Legislative Assemblies
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Article Provision

Article 334 Duration of reservation of seats (periodically extended by Constitutional Amendments)

Objectives of Reserved Constituencies

Reservation seeks to:

Ensure adequate political representation of historically marginalized communities.

Promote social justice and inclusive democracy.

Strengthen the participation of SCs and STs in governance.

Reduce historical inequalities in political representation.

Deepen the democratic character of the Indian political system.

Determination of Reserved Constituencies

Reserved constituencies are identified by the Delimitation Commission based on:

Population of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes as per the latest Census.

Geographical concentration of SC/ST populations.

Principles laid down in the Delimitation Acts.

The status of reserved constituencies may change after delimitation.

Importance of Reserved Constituencies:

Promote inclusive representation.

Enhance the political voice of marginalized communities.

Strengthen democratic legitimacy.

Facilitate social integration through political participation.

Contribute to achieving the constitutional goals of justice, equality, and fraternity.

Criticisms:

May encourage identity-based politics.
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Rotation of reserved constituencies can weaken long-term constituency development.

Reservation alone does not guarantee substantive empowerment.

Political parties may exercise significant influence over candidate selection.

Basis General Constituency Reserved Constituency

Candidates Any eligible citizen Only candidates from the notified SC or ST
category

Voters All eligible voters All eligible voters

Constitutional
Provision

General electoral
provisions

Articles 330 & 332

Purpose Equal electoral
competition

Political representation of marginalized
communities

Reservation No Yes (SC or ST)

Delimitation of Constituencies

Meaning

Delimitation is the process of redrawing the boundaries of Parliamentary and

Assembly Constituencies based on changes in population as recorded in the Census. The
objective is to ensure that each constituency has, as nearly as practicable, an equal
population, thereby upholding the democratic principle of “One Person, One Vote, One

Value.”

Delimitation also determines the number of seats allocated to each State and identifies
Reserved Constituencies for Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs).

Definition:

Delimitation is the constitutional process of readjusting the territorial boundaries of

electoral constituencies to ensure fair and equitable political representation based on
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demographic changes.

Constitutional Basis

Article Provision

Article 82 Parliament shall enact a Delimitation Act after every Census for the readjustment
of Lok Sabha constituencies.

Article 170(3) Readjustment of Assembly Constituencies in States after every Census.

Article 327 Parliament may make laws relating to elections and delimitation.

Articles 330 &
332

Reservation of seats for SCs and STs based on delimitation.

Objectives of Delimitation

The major objectives are:

Ensure equal representation for all citizens.

Maintain population balance among constituencies.

Reflect demographic changes after each Census.

Prevent over-representation and under-representation.

Ensure free, fair, and representative elections.

Determine Reserved Constituencies for SCs and STs.

Strengthen electoral equality and democratic legitimacy.

Delimitation Commission

Delimitation is carried out by an independent Delimitation Commission, constituted by
the Central Government under the Delimitation Commission Act.

Composition

The Commission generally consists of:
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A retired Judge of the Supreme Court (Chairperson)

The Chief Election Commissioner (or an Election Commissioner nominated by the CEC)

The State Election Commissioners of the concerned States (Ex-officio Members)

Functions of the Delimitation Commission

The Commission is responsible for:

Redrawing Parliamentary Constituency boundaries.

Redrawing Assembly Constituency boundaries.

Allocating seats among States where applicable.

Identifying Reserved Constituencies for SCs and STs.

Publishing the final delimitation orders.

Important: The orders of the Delimitation Commission have the force of law and

cannot ordinarily be challenged in any court.

Year Basis

1952 First Delimitation Commission (1951 Census)

1963 Based on the 1961 Census

1973 Based on the 1971 Census

2002 Based on the 2001 Census (implemented in 2008)

Freeze on Delimitation

To encourage population stabilization, Parliament froze the readjustment of Lok Sabha
and Assembly seats.

42nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1976: Froze the allocation of seats and
delimitation based on population until after the 2001 Census.
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84th Constitutional Amendment Act, 2001: Extended the freeze on the allocation of
seats among States until the first Census after 2026, while allowing the readjustment
of constituency boundaries based on the 2001 Census without altering the total number
of seats.

87th Constitutional Amendment Act, 2003: Allowed delimitation using the 2001

Census for redrawing constituency boundaries and identifying reserved seats, while
retaining the existing number of seats.

Importance of Delimitation

Delimitation is essential because it:

Upholds the democratic principle of equal representation.

Prevents significant disparities in constituency populations.

Reflects changing demographic patterns.

Ensures fair political competition.

Strengthens representative democracy.

Facilitates equitable reservation of seats for SCs and STs.

Challenges of Delimitation

Some major challenges include:

Regional disparities in population growth.

Political concerns over redistribution of parliamentary seats.

Interstate differences in demographic trends.

Administrative complexities in redrawing boundaries.

Concerns regarding federal balance.
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Basis Delimitation Reservation

Meaning Redrawing constituency boundaries Reserving seats for specific social groups

Purpose Equal electoral representation Social justice and political inclusion

Constitutional Basis Articles 82 & 170 Articles 330 & 332

Authority Delimitation Commission Constitution and Delimitation Commission

Outcome Changes constituency boundaries Identifies SC/ST Reserved Constituencies

Election Process in a Constituency

The Election Process in a Constituency refers to the series of constitutional and
statutory procedures through which eligible voters elect their representatives to Parliament,
State Legislatures, or Local Self-Government Institutions. In India, elections are conducted
by the Election Commission of India (ECI) in accordance with the Constitution and
electoral laws, ensuring free, fair, transparent, and periodic elections.

The electoral process broadly follows these stages:

1. Election Commission announces election.

2. Candidates file nominations.

3. Scrutiny of nominations.

4. Withdrawal of candidature.

5. Election campaign.

6. Polling by voters.

7. Counting of votes.

8. Candidate securing the highest number of valid votes is declared elected under the First-

Past-the-Post (FPTP) system.
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Importance of Constituencies

Constituencies are the foundation of representative democracy in India. They ensure
that every citizen has an opportunity to elect representatives who articulate their interests
and participate in governance at the national, state, and local levels. By dividing the
country into territorial electoral units, constituencies facilitate political participation,

accountability, and equitable representation.

Constituencies play a crucial role in India’s democratic system by:

Ensuring political representation

Connecting citizens with elected representatives

Promoting accountable governance

Facilitating regional development

Strengthening representative democracy

Protecting the principle of “One Person, One Vote”

Importance Explanation Example / Relevance

1. Ensures Political
Representation

Constituencies guarantee that every
geographical area has an elected
representative in the legislature. This
ensures that the interests and concerns
of different regions are reflected in
policymaking.

Each Lok Sabha Constituency
elects one Member of
Parliament (MP), while each
Assembly Constituency elects one
Member of the Legislative
Assembly (MLA).

2. Connects Citizens
with Their
Representatives

Constituencies create a direct
institutional link between voters and
elected representatives, enabling
citizens to communicate local issues
and seek solutions.

MPs and MLAs regularly visit their
constituencies, organize public
meetings, and address grievances
related to roads, healthcare,
education, and welfare schemes.
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Importance Explanation Example / Relevance

3. Promotes
Accountable
Governance

Since representatives are answerable
to the electorate, constituencies
strengthen democratic accountability.
Poor performance may result in
electoral defeat during the next
election.

Citizens evaluate representatives
based on their performance,
development initiatives, and
responsiveness before casting their
votes.

4. Facilitates
Regional
Development

Representatives advocate for
developmental projects and public
welfare programmes tailored to the
specific needs of their constituencies.

MPs utilize the Members of
Parliament Local Area
Development Scheme
(MPLADS), while MLAs
recommend and monitor state-
level development projects.

5. Strengthens
Representative
Democracy

Constituencies operationalize the
principle of representative government
by enabling citizens to elect lawmakers
through periodic, free, and fair
elections.

India’s democratic system
functions through elected
representatives rather than direct
democracy.

6. Upholds the
Principle of Political
Equality

By maintaining relatively equal
populations across constituencies
through delimitation, the value of each
vote is protected.

The Delimitation Commission
periodically redraws constituency
boundaries to maintain electoral
equality.

7. Reflects India’s
Social and Regional
Diversity

Constituencies ensure that India’s
linguistic, cultural, regional, and socio-
economic diversity finds representation
in legislative bodies.

Tribal, rural, urban, coastal, and
hilly regions elect representatives
to voice their distinct concerns.

8. Promotes
Inclusive
Representation

Reserved Constituencies provide
political representation to historically
marginalized communities such as
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled
Tribes (STs).

Articles 330 and 332 reserve seats
for SCs and STs in Parliament and
State Legislatures.
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Importance Explanation Example / Relevance

9. Encourages
Political
Participation

Constituencies encourage citizens to
actively participate in elections,
campaigns, public debates, and
democratic decision-making.

High voter turnout during elections
reflects increasing political
awareness and democratic
engagement.

10. Enhances
Democratic
Legitimacy

Governments derive legitimacy from
representatives who are elected by the
people through constitutionally
recognized constituencies.

A democratically elected
Parliament and State Legislature
command greater public trust and
constitutional legitimacy.

Challenges Associated with Constituencies

While constituencies are indispensable for ensuring representative democracy, the
functioning of the constituency system in India faces several constitutional, political,
administrative, and socio-economic challenges. These issues affect the quality of
representation, electoral fairness, and democratic governance.

Several issues continue to shape electoral politics:

Unequal population across constituencies

Delays in delimitation

Political manipulation through gerrymandering (a concern in comparative politics)

Influence of money and muscle power

Identity-based voting

Regional imbalances in representation
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Challenge Explanation Impact on Democracy

1. Unequal
Population Across
Constituencies

Due to population growth and delayed
delimitation, some constituencies have
significantly larger populations than others,
resulting in unequal representation.

Violates the democratic
principle of “One
Person, One Vote,
One Value.”

2. Delay in
Delimitation

The freeze on the readjustment of Parliamentary
and Assembly seats has created disparities in
representation between States with different
population growth rates.

Leads to
disproportionate
representation and
debates over electoral
fairness and federal
balance.

3. Regional
Imbalances in
Representation

States with slower population growth continue to
have the same number of seats, while rapidly
growing States may be underrepresented.

Creates political and
federal tensions
regarding the
distribution of
parliamentary seats.

4. Money Power in
Elections

Wealthy candidates and political parties often
spend large sums on election campaigns despite
statutory expenditure limits.

Reduces electoral
competitiveness and
may undermine the
principle of free and fair
elections.

5. Muscle Power
and Criminalization
of Politics

Candidates with criminal backgrounds or those
using intimidation and violence may influence
electoral outcomes in some constituencies.

Weakens public
confidence in democratic
institutions and electoral
integrity.

6. Identity-Based
Voting

Voting patterns are sometimes influenced more by
caste, religion, ethnicity, language, or regional
identity than by governance or policy issues.

Encourages identity
politics and may weaken
issue-based democratic
competition.

7. Electoral
Malpractices

Practices such as vote-buying, misinformation,
hate speech, and misuse of government
machinery occasionally affect the electoral
process.

Compromises the
fairness, transparency,
and credibility of
elections.

Page 19 of 23



Challenge Explanation Impact on Democracy

8. Gerrymandering
(Comparative
Perspective)

Gerrymandering refers to the deliberate
manipulation of constituency boundaries to favour
a political party. While common in some countries,
it is largely prevented in India because
constituency boundaries are determined by an
independent Delimitation Commission rather
than the government of the day.

Highlights the
importance of
independent boundary
commissions in
protecting electoral
fairness.

9. Voter Apathy
and Low Electoral
Participation

Urban constituencies and certain demographic
groups often witness lower voter turnout.

Weakens democratic
participation and the
representative character
of elections.

10. Frequent
Demographic
Changes

Rapid urbanization, migration, and population
shifts create imbalances between constituency
populations before the next delimitation exercise.

Makes equitable
representation more
difficult over time.

11. Representation
of Marginalized
Groups

Although reserved constituencies ensure
representation for SCs and STs, concerns remain
regarding the effective representation of women
and other disadvantaged communities.

Raises questions about
substantive political
inclusion and equitable
participation.

12. Influence of
Social Media and
Misinformation

The rapid spread of fake news, misinformation,
and AI-generated content can influence voter
perceptions during election campaigns.

Challenges informed
voting and the integrity
of democratic decision-
making.

Constituency vs Electoral District

Although the terms Constituency and Electoral District are often used interchangeably,
they differ in their scope and usage. A Constituency generally refers to the territorial area
represented by an elected representative, whereas Electoral District is a broader term
used internationally for any territorial unit created for conducting elections.
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Basis of
Comparison

Constituency Electoral District

Meaning A geographically defined electoral
area represented by an elected
representative.

A territorial division created for conducting
elections and electing one or more
representatives.

Nature A specific electoral unit within a
country’s political system.

A broader and generic concept used in
electoral systems worldwide.

Usage Commonly used in India, the
United Kingdom, Australia, and
other Commonwealth countries.

Widely used in the United States,
Canada, Japan, Germany, and many other
democracies.

Representation Usually elects one MP, MLA, or
local representative under the
First-Past-the-Post (FPTP) system.

May elect one or multiple
representatives, depending on the
country’s electoral system (single-member
or multi-member districts).

Electoral System Predominantly associated with
single-member constituencies
in India.

Can exist under single-member, multi-
member, proportional representation
(PR), or mixed-member electoral
systems.

Purpose To provide territorial
representation and connect
citizens with their elected
representatives.

To organize elections and allocate
representation according to the electoral
laws of a country.

Boundary
Determination

Delimited by the Delimitation
Commission in India based on
constitutional and statutory
provisions.

Boundaries are determined by electoral
laws, independent commissions, or
legislatures, depending on the country.

Examples Bhubaneswar Parliamentary
Constituency, Keonjhar Assembly
Constituency.

California’s 12th Congressional District
(USA), Tokyo Electoral District (Japan),
Ontario Electoral District (Canada).
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UPSC/OPSC Perspective

Important Concepts

Constituency

Parliamentary Constituency

Assembly Constituency

Delimitation

Reserved Constituencies

General Constituencies

Delimitation Commission

Representation of the People Act

Universal Adult Franchise

First-Past-the-Post System

Previous Examination Themes

Frequently asked areas include:

Delimitation Commission

Reserved constituencies

First-Past-the-Post System

Representation of the People Act

Universal Adult Franchise

Electoral reforms
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Conclusion

A constituency is the cornerstone of India’s representative democracy. It serves as the
bridge between citizens and their elected representatives, ensuring that every region and
community has a voice in governance. Through regular elections, delimitation, and
constitutional safeguards such as reserved constituencies, India’s electoral system seeks to
uphold political equality, inclusive representation, and democratic accountability.

Category: Electoral Politics, Political Processes in India
Tag: constituency, Electoral Politics, Political Parties, Political Processes in India

Source: https://poliprephub.in/political-processes-in-india/what-is-a-constituency-in-indias-electoral-politics/
© PoliPrepHub · Generated on October 20, 2026

Page 23 of 23

https://poliprephub.in/political-processes-in-india/what-is-a-constituency-in-indias-electoral-politics/

